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MAG committee 2017

President:
Glenys Brokenshire
Vice President: Jim Green
Secretary:
Kay Hague
Assistant Secretary:
Helen Bowering
Treasurer:
Elisabeth Newport
Assistant Treasurer: Mary Smith
Newsletter Editor:
Lee-Anne Kling
Exhibitions:
Maggie Turner
Peter Heinjus
Christine Creese
Robyn Quinn
Rae Newton
This year some extra sub-committees will be in
operation, formed from the committee and/or the
general membership to help with the smooth running
of MAG. These include:
Workshop and Demonstrations: Jim Green, Helen
Bowering, Christine Creese, & Peter Heinjus.
Kingston Clinic exhibitions: Robyn Quinn, Christine
Creese, & Liz Maxted.
Excursion: Mary Smith & ? (any volunteers?)
Camp: Volunteers also needed to fill position.
Portrait sitters & Creative group project:
Subcommittee yet to be filled.
Our valiant volunteers
This year, there have been some changes to the list of
people who assist in various capacities for our group.
The full list is as follows:
Exhibition committee: Manager: Maggie Turner and
Jan Ullrich, Shirley Page, Noelene Forbes, Steven
Brown, Lynne Wong.
Distribute Cards & Newsletter: Christine Creese
Tea, coffee and biscuits supplier: Rae Newton
Still Life sessions: Rae Long & Hillary Harrison
Organise Portrait sitter: Robyn Quinn
Library: Anne Bates & Margaret Pope
Website Manager: Tony Kalemba
Photographer: Maryla Wawrezycki

Flagstaff Rotary: April 22 — 29, 2017
MAG at Colonnades: May 8— 21, 2017
Rotary Art Shows—Go to www.rotaryartshow.org for
information exhibitions, forms and entry dates.

More Opportunities…
If you wish to display your work on our MAG website.
Documents are ready if you would like to showcase
your work. For more information, see Jim Green.
Privacy Policy: MAG members’ personal information will be limited to MAGpurposes only. This information will not be conveyed or sold to a third party
(including electronic means), without the member’s consent. MAG will not be
held responsible for any unintended use or disclosure of information.
To contact the Editor or MAG committee, go to the MAG website for details.
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Art Tips: Ten Tips for Painting
without Fear by Kim
VanDerHoek… P.3
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Exhibitions, Getting Started by
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MAG COMMITTEE: (From Left to right) Jim, Mary, Lee-Anne, Elisabeth, Glenys, Christine,
Peter, Rae, Helen, Robyn, & Kay

GETTING STARTED: TRICKIER THAN YOU THINK
So, it’s a new year. I need to get started on a new painting. I’m
going to do what I usually do and make a traditional New
Year’s resolution; start a new painting every week and paint
every day for at least half-an-hour. But, hang on, didn’t I make
that resolution last year, along with getting fit and losing
weight? OK, time to have a nice cup of tea, with an iced fruit
bun and read my latest Scandinavian crime novel while
thinking about why resolutions aren’t working for me.
Maybe I need a philosophical approach. The Chinese sages
said, “It only takes one step to start a five-hundred-mile
journey.” But what way do you step? Left, right, step forward,
step back, step up, step down? Do I go to a step class? I know, I
need to meditate on it. I’ll have a warm shower, book a
massage with hot stones, have a glass of wine, then a nap and
work mentally on getting started on something, sometime.
I wonder if I could find inspiration for getting started in
popular culture. “Just do it”. But do what? What’s it? And how
do you do It. Do I join a gym and risk injury to my arthritic
knees and herniated disks? I’m confused. Maybe it’s a
hangover from that large glass, or was it two, of wine? I think
I’ll take a cold shower and a couple of whiskies, much safer
than wine, then some pain killers just in case. I’ll have a good
long sleep and try to remember what was it I must do.
Don’t feel well, can’t start painting today. Maybe I can get some
inspiration from my friends on Facebook who like me, are kind
and sharing cute kittens. But wait, why wasn’t I invited to that
event? Everyone else was. I don’t drink too much…. Must be
careful what I share, or I’ll get unfriended. This is too hard. I
really need to put the phone down, just put it down, and have a
cold shower, then a hot bath with a few shots of whisky and a
couple of bottles of wine, and go to bed for the weekend.
Thank God, it’s Monday. I’ve worked out what to do. I just need
to get a blank canvas or piece of paper, get a pencil and put a
dot, or even a line on it then go into MAG. I can say, “See I’ve
got started”, and I’ll get tea and biscuits, some ideas from some
clever artists, advice, encouragement, laughter, hugs and some
much-needed help. Happy New Year everyone.
~ Lynne Wong

Welcome to our seventh
edition of iMAGine.
GETTING MOTIVATED
Those were the days of my
youth—I think I’ll paint
today. Out came the paints,
canvas, and brushes and I’d
spend the day painting.
These days, there are
responsibilities…and I
confess, I use them to keep
my painting equipment
packed away.
But, how to get motivated?
Especially after the
Christmas break with all
those responsibilities? I
know, New Year, and all that
motivational hype: Begin
with the end in mind. Have a
goal. What’s mine? A
masterpiece to sell? HA!
No, I think I need to have
the mind-set of a child and
get up in the morning and
decide, I’m going to paint
today, no matter what my
responsibilities.
Whether I paint for just half
an hour or half the day, I
need to do it, get in the
zone, forget the goals, and
enjoy the journey.
~Lee-Anne Kling

Enjoying Christmas Lunch: (left to right) Elizabeth Newport, Jim
Green, Glenys Brokenshire, and Maryla Wawrezycki

MAG EVENTS
AT A GLANCE
Monday 13 February:
Studio & Still-Life session
Monday 20 February:
Studio session & Committee Meeting
Monday 27 February:
Studio session, Workshop with Lyn
Robins & Kingston Changeover
Monday 6 March:
Studio Session
Monday 13 March:
Studio and Still-life session
Monday 20 March:
Studio session & Charity Swap Table
Monday 27 March
Studio Session, Committee Meeting
Monday 3 April
Studio & Portrait session

Marion Art Group
Website: marionartgroup.org

THE PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
Well, another year has begun at Marion Art
Group, and as it’s also the start of Chinese
New Year it’s appropriate to say, ‘Xin Nian
Kuaile’ or Happy New Year to you all.
Welcome back to continuing members, and a
warm welcome to those new members who
have joined recently.
So, we face a new year—new beginnings, a
new charity. This year we will be supporting
Grow SA, an association dedicated to helping
people to cope with difficult mental health
issues. A representative from the group will
be addressing us shortly on their work, and
how our support can help them.
As we begin 2017, I issue a challenge to
members—why not try something new in
your art? Using the skills you already have,
why not stretch yourself to attempting
something different? Try branching out
painting new subject matter, using some new
materials, or experimenting with technique.
Be brave…experiment…what do you have to
lose? After all, it’s only a bit of paper or a
canvas you’re spending time with. Together,
let’s make this a year of fun, excitement,
personal development, and great creativity.
Welcome back.
~Glenys Brokenshire

Artist in Focus
SUE SHILLING –
OUR FOUNDER
Only a few of our
existing members
would remember
Sue Shilling, the
person whose
initiative sparked
the formation of
what is now the
Marion Art Group,
and those few
would have heard
of Sue’s recent
death, but how
many know about
her and the
founding of this
group?

Sue was a watercolourist, specialising
in delicate Australian
landscapes. She and
her husband used to
tour in their caravan,
with Sue setting up
her easel along the
way, painting and
often selling her
works as they went.
She and a small
group of friends used
to enjoy getting
together to paint.

Sue decided to
find out if there
were other likeminded people
who would like to
join them.
She put an
advertisement in
the local paper,
hired a small
community hall in
Warradale, and in
1978, the Marion
Art Group came
into being.
After a few years,
the group became
so popular it
outgrew its
premises, which is
when it moved to
its current
location in the

Marino
Community Hall.
Sue wouldn’t
recognise the little
group she founded,
which now has
seventy active
members, exhibits
regularly, runs
workshops and
demonstrations,
and supports
charities through
its exhibitions, but
she would have
been
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been proud of it.
What a pity Sue
couldn’t be a part
of celebrating the
forty-year
anniversary of the
founding of this
group next year.
Vale Sue Shilling,
and thank you for
your forethought
in founding this
group. ~Glenys
Brokenshire

IN MEMORY OF GEOFF WILLIAMS
It is with sadness we remember
another member of MAG, Geoff Williams
who passed away peacefully during the
holiday break. An exquisite and
unassuming artist, his quiet presence and
subtle humour will be greatly missed.

MAG Artists Shine at Early Exhibitions
Two of our winners:
Nick Tsatsaronis (left)
and
Peter Heinjus (right)

We have hardly started
the year, and already
MAG members have
featured prominently in
four Art exhibitions. In
the 15th Annual City of
Marion Community Art
Exhibition at Galley ‘M’
November 27, 2016 to
January 6, 2017,
Maggie Turner, Mary
Smith, Annah Stevens,
Robyn Quinn, Jean
O’Brien, Nicholas
Tsatsaronis, Shirley
Page, Anne Bates, Jim
Green Liz Maxted, Fred
Looman, Glenys
Brokenshire and Jan
Ullrich all contributed

a painting to a very
vibrant and high
standard display of 112
art works.
Congratulations to Jan
Ullrich for selling her
painting.
Port Adelaide Rotary
Art Show was on display
in the first week of
January and included a
total of 12 paintings
from Annah Stevens,
Jim Green, Peter
Heinjus and Robert
Richardson. It was a
very hot week and sales
were considerably down
this year. MAG sold 3.

We had great success at
the Victor Harbor
Rotary Art show (13th to
20th January). Anne
Bates sold 5/5
paintings, Kerry Bond
4/5, Jim Green 3/3,
Peter Heinjus 2/3, Liz
Maxted 1/3 and Rae
Newton 1/3. Maggie
Turner, Austin Dayal,
Robert Richardson and
Annah Stevens were
unlucky their beautiful
work did not sell this
time. 1110 paintings
were on display and
306 sold, which is
nearly 30% sold overall.
48% of MAG’s
contribution to the
Victor Harbor Art Show
sold.
At the Greek Cultural
Centre Exhibition in
Franklin Street,

Adelaide, judged
third best in the
show, was a glorious
watercolour of a
scene from the Greek
islands; painted by
none other than Nick
Tsatsaronis! Jim
Green was stoked to
be given the ‘People’s
Choice’ award at Port
Adelaide Rotary show
for his painting ‘Tree
Life Belair’. To
complete the ‘terrible
trio’s triumph’, Peter
Heinjus chipped in
with a very
prestigious Merit
award for his painting
‘Hallet Cove, Plein
Air’ from judge David
Chen at the Victor
Harbor Rotary Art
Show.
~Jim Green
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ART TIPS
7) If the painting sucks, no
one ever has to know.

TEN TIPS FOR
PAINTING
WITHOUT FEAR

8) Paint another one. Stop
beating yourself up about
the failed painting and
paint something else.

By Kim VanDerHoek

The next one could be the
best painting you've ever
created because of what
you learned from the
failed piece.

www.KimVanDerHoek.com

Control. We all want
it. We all believe we
have it.

Glenys’ Emu, a result of
painting without fear.

So many aspects of painting
are about control because
we artists are trying really
hard to create a decent
painting. Control is difficult
to let go of.
As a teacher I see control
ruin a lot of good paintings.
I've seen control ruin a lot of
my own paintings.
Where does it come from
and why is it difficult to let
go? The short answer—fear.
Fear of ruining a good area
in a painting, fear of
completely failing and
creating something that will
go straight into the trash.

Here are a few tips I use to
shut the fear up:

Fear of negative comments
about the painting (or a lack
of "likes" on social media).
Fear of rejection.
Fear ruins paintings too.
Fear is always there
whispering in my ear. I
believe it shouts in my
student's ears when they are
in my class.

4) Listen to your instinct.
If your gut says, "add
blue," then add blue!

My 6 year old daughter is
fearless. She creates
anything she thinks of with
complete abandon and has
absolutely no regard for
what anyone else thinks
about her creation. She
creates to please herself.

PORTRAITURE PRACTICE
MAKES PERFECT

1) Remember, it's just a
painting. No one’s life
hangs in the balance if it
doesn't turn out well.
2) You paint because you
enjoy it. If it isn't fun find
another profession that
you enjoy.
3) Start your painting
with a plan and then be
open to things that
happen spontaneously.
They might just be the
best part of the whole
piece.

5) Remember, you're not
working in permanent
marker, you can always
make changes.
6) Intentionally ruin an
area you like (I bet the
fear just screamed, "NO!").
Sometimes the most
interesting things happen
when you destroy an area
you really like.

Try your hand, practise
your skill.
First Monday every
month.

9) Break the rules. We are
artists, it's our job to break
the rules, even our own
rules. Isn't it written in the
handbook somewhere?
10) Paint what you feel
like painting. Want to
paint a chair because it
speaks to you? Don't
overthink it and worry if
anyone will like it or buy
it. Paint the chair.
That said—this is one in a
series of chair paintings
I've been working on
lately. (See picture on
website) In this group of
work I've experimented
with different color
palettes, edge treatments,
texture and larger panels
(at least for me).

Have a go at STILL
LIFE
—every 2nd Monday of
the Month.

MAG LIBRARY…a
great resource of
books and videos
for your art…

You can see I even
scratched into the paint
with a pencil to indicate
the shapes on the ground.
I've been using photo
references only as a
starting point in the
painting process.
At a certain stage, it's best
to put the reference away
and only respond to the
needs of the painting or
what my instincts tell me
to do.

Your friendly librarians:
Margaret Pope & Anne Bates

Photos in this edition have
been taken and provided
by Maryla Wawrzycki &
Lee-Anne Kling.

