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MAG EVENTS  
2019 

First Few Weeks 

 
I can’t believe that it is now December. Time 
passes quickly when you are having fun and I have 
really enjoyed my first year as MAG President. 
This year, the committee has learnt about some 
details of the history of our group. We hope that 
through our newsletter and our 40-year 
celebration lunch, members have learnt 
something of our past.  
 
Can an appreciation of our past shape our future? 
The committee thinks that some activities and 
ideas focussed on by MAG committees of the past, 
could be resurrected for 2019. We have discussed 
the idea of running some simple ‘in-house’ 
workshops including ‘En plein air’ drawing and 
painting opportunities. A three or four-day Art 
Camp may also be organised if enough interest is 
shown by the membership. 
 
There is always that discussion about ‘progress 
verses tradition’ and ‘embracing modern 
technology whilst trying to preserve the past’. 
 
Technology has played a part in the success of 
2018 with electronic media to advertise our 
events. We have used spreadsheet accounting and 
internet banking to help the organisation of our 
finances. The committee understands that we also 
need to continue to operate with the cheque book 
and in cash when appropriate.  
 
I sincerely thank all members of the committee, 
individual members with set responsibilities and 
the whole membership for so brilliantly 
supporting some new initiatives throughout 2018. 
It has been a very successful year. 

[Continued p.4] 
 

Monday 14 January 

Studio Sessions recommence 

Monday 21 January: 

Studio session 

& Committee Meeting (10.30am) 

Monday 28 January: 

Public Holiday (possible studio 

session)  

Monday 4 February: 

Studio & Portraiture Session 

Monday 11 February: 

Studio & Still Life session 

Monday 18 February: 

Studio Session& Newsletter 

Release 

 Monday 25 February: 

Studio Session 

 & Committee Meeting (10.30am) 

  

A DAUB FROM THE 
EDITOR 

 

Welcome to our 
seventeenth edition of 
iMAGine. 
 

The Art of Christmas 
 

‘Tis the season to be busy. If 
life wasn’t hectic enough with 
one party after another while 
battling the shopping crowds, 
and the constant barrage of 
con-artists calling… 
 
Speaking of art and the festive 
season, I recently heard a 
famous artist (can’t remember 
who, so can’t be that famous), 
say that the trials of life 
produce great art. 
 
Once again, Christmas is just 
around the corner. A time of 
joy and for some a stressful 
time. Art becomes colourful 
renditions of cheer on cards 
and decorations. Sure, there 
are some stunning pieces out 
there. For a few weeks 
anyway. Gets a bit stale by 
February. And it seems that 
the true meaning of Christmas 
has been lost in all the 
commercialism. 
 
I don’t know about you, but for 
me, the pressures of the 
season mean that I’m glad it’s 
all over by January and I can 
get down to the joy of painting 
(if it’s not too hot). 

 [Continued p.4] 

40-Year Celebrations 

Marion Art Group 

Website: 
marionartgroup.org 

More Opportunities… 

If you wish to display your work on our MAG website. 
Documents are ready if you would like to showcase 
your work. For more information, see Jim Green.  

Privacy Policy: MAG members’ personal information will be limited to MAG-
purposes only. This information will not be conveyed or sold to a third party 
(including electronic means), without the member’s consent. MAG will not be 
held responsible for any unintended use or disclosure of information.  

To contact the Editor or MAG committee, go to the MAG website for details. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE 

 

[President’s perspective from page 1] 
 
In an attempt to write something profound to finish with, I 
will ‘draw’ on my list of 99 inspirational artist quotes’ I 
‘googled’ at the beginning of the year. Here’s an interesting 
one: 
 
“If I could say or write it in words there would be no reason 
to paint.” — Edward Hopper 
 
Ironically, a quote from one of our members earlier this year 
was: ‘if you feel the need to write an artist’s statement to 
accompany your painting, Jim, then you haven’t been able to 
communicate what you intended through your artwork”. 
Good point! 
 
Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year to you all and 
here’s looking forward to our first studio session for the year 
on Monday January 14th, 2019. 

 ~Jim Green 

 
 

For members who prefer to pay their fees etc by bank transfer, 
the bank details are as follows: 
 
Account name: MARION ART GROUP INC. 
BSB number: 085 333 

Account number: 77773 7765 
  

IMPORTANT: Members will need to put their surname in 
the reference box, so we know who the payment is from. 

 
Paintings Old and New to be critiqued by Lyn Robins 

 

 

[Daub from the Editor from page 1] 
 

So, for me at least, inspiration and motivation to 
paint comes when I am calm and happy, not when 
I’m battling the storms of life. That being said, 
perhaps I have come to the stage where I am 
looking to express something deeper and convey 
a message to my viewers that goes beyond words. 
 
At a very loud Christmas party recently, I 
pondered how I could share those treasured 
thoughts in my heart that might be important to 
others, maybe even life-changing to them; a 
message that cut through the noise. And there it 
was, on the walls of this particular venue…the 
answer…art. 
 
May your Christmas break put you in a happy 
place to enjoy some painting.  

~Lee-Anne Kling 

 

 

 

Watercolours 

Miniatures for Sale at Glandore Community Christmas Market 

40th Anniversary 
Group Project 

http://www.rotaryartshow.org/
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The Trading Table 

There was huge interest in 
the sale and buying was brisk. 
A total of $360.00 was raised 
for our art group and thanks 
go to all those who donated, 
helped to sell and of course to 
those who purchased and 
went away with bargains to 
help them in their future art 
endeavours. 

~Glenys Brokenshire 

This is the 
space where I 
am aware of 
nothing other 
than the world 
I am creating 
to share with 
others. 

PORTRAITURE PRACTICE 
MAKES PERFECT 

Try your hand, practise 
your skill.

 

First Monday every 
month. 

I love the fact that 
art is a genuine 
magic; an illusion. 
You create a 
window into a 3-
dimensional world, 
but the window is 
essentially a flat 
plane, upon which 
you put lines or 
colour. You hold it 
up, look into it and 
are transported into 
a place that doesn’t 
exist. If that isn’t 
pure magic, I don’t 
know what is. 

A thief in Paris planned to steal some paintings 
from the Louvre.  
 
After careful planning, he got past security,  
stole the paintings and made it safely to his van. 
  
However, he was captured only two  
blocks away when his van ran out of gas. 
  
When asked how he could mastermind  
such a crime and then make such an obvious 
error, he replied,  
  
'Monsieur, that is the reason I stole the paintings.' 
  
I had no Monet 
 
To buy Degas 
 
To make the Van Gogh. 
 ***  
See if you have De Gaulle to send this on 
to someone else.... 
  
  
I sent it to you because I figured I had 
nothing Toulouse! 
  

[40-year Celebration Continued] 
 

We then shared a delightful 
lunch, catered by “Texas 
Bull”. We enjoyed copious 
amounts of meats and 
salads—choices for 
everybody, with leftovers 
aplenty (dinner for some that 
night, I’d say), with a nice 
wine generously supplied by 
our club. 
 
Gracious Rae Long, our 
longest standing member, 
then gave a lively chat on 
events which happened over 
her past 40 years whilst 
being part of MAG. Raffle 
prizes, of which there were 
many, were drawn and 
collected. Then the birthday 
cake, (enjoyed by all), made 
and decorated with “artistic 
licence” by Rae Newton, was 
cut by Lyn Robins and served 
by committee members. 
 
The group paintings, one 
each of watercolour and 
acrylics, small works done by 
our members, and framed 
collectively as two works as a 
memento of the occasion, 
were ceremoniously unveiled 
by Natalie Lewcock. 
 
Time then, to clean up, and 
what a joy it was to see so 
many of our artists rollup 
their sleeves and make short 
work of the task. Many 
thanks to all behind the 
scenes, for their wonderful 
organisation of the day. 

~ Rae Newton 

 

Have a go at STILL 
LIFE 

—every 2nd Monday of 
the Month. 

A MAG ART CHRISTMAS TIPpLe 

MAG LIBRARY…a 
great resource of 
books and videos 
for your art… 

 
Your friendly librarians: 

Margaret Pope & Anne Bates 

The Art-Thief of the Louvre 
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Photos in this edition have 
been taken and provided 
by Maryla Wawrzycki,    
Lee-Anne Kling, Lyn 
Thomas & Rae Newton   

Artist in Focus 

Eric Payne 

Perhaps because I 
was born in a log 
cabin in the wilds of 
the Canadian 
Rockies, I am 
inspired by Nature, 
by the beauty that is 
there to be 
appreciated by all 
who allow 
themselves to notice. 
For me, therefore, it 
has something to do 
with how we honour 
and have a sense of 
place; the earth and 
her variations are 
worth looking at and 
perhaps preserving. 

 

The Louvre 

 

From the moment 
I tried pastels. I 
was hooked. The 
immediacy, the 
tactile process, the 
magic of creating 
something as 
directly possible. 
No wonder kids 
love finger-
painting. If we 
could only keep 
that. Pastels come 
as close as 
possible to doing 
that.  
 
 
 

40-year Celebration  
 

On September 17, 2018, with 
great anticipation, members past 
and present as well as guests 
arrived at our hall to begin our 
40th Birthday celebrations—so 
many things happening. 

Firstly, those who participated, 
brought two paintings, current 
and older, to be hung and then to 
be critiqued by Lyn Robins; very 
informative and most interesting 
comments. 
 
In the meantime, we had the 
daunting prospect of attempting 
to identify youthful photographs 
of members that perplexed many 
of us, but lots of fun deciding 
who was whom. 
 

 [Continued next page] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 On Monday November 
5, Marion Art Group held 
a “Bring and Buy” sale at 
one of our regular 
meetings. 
 
The idea was for 
members to bring along 
art related materials 
they no longer used so 
other members could 
purchase these at a 
vastly reduced price. All 
cash raised was to go to 
the art group. 
 
A vast array of materials 
was brought in ranging 
from books, pastels, 
tubes of paint to frames, 
paint boxes and an 
outdoor painting easel 
complete with paint box. 
 

Trading Table in action 

 

Lots of books for sale 

A Fundraising Success 

The 40-year celebration… 

A Happy Day Enjoyed by All 

 
Portrait by Eric Payne 

 
Who is that young one? 

 

More celebrations - Cake 

Imagine that: 
being a kid again 
when ‘art’ was 
pure joy and 
done for that 
reason. It is this 
sense of child-
like joy that I 
take with me to 
what Canadian 
artist, Robert 
Genn, refers to 
as “going to your 
room”, a world 
that is created by 
the process of 
producing my 
art. 

 
Log Cabin by Eric Payne 


